86              Madame de StdeL

" He who will include suicide in the number
of his resolutions may enter upon the career
of the passions." Madame de Stael deals with
love in limited and absolute monarchies and
in republics. She speaks of ambition like a
person who has never observed its effects; it
seems as though she had never known either
Mirabeau or Narbonne, or even Necker. She
speaks of love, on the other hand, like a woman
consumed and penetrated by. those fiery pas-
sions of which Pascal treats. On this theme
she is inexhaustible. She seems to have in
herself no conception either of lassitude or,
with stronger reason, of the nausea of a pas-
sion that is spent. The bitter restlessness of
" Adolphe " is absent from her writings. But
love unsatisfied, love misunderstood, love be-
trayed, all the crises of neglect and the aban-
donment of love, all the dolorous repertory of
Phedre and Hermione, are poured forth from
her pen in infinite lamentations, always elo-
quent and moving. There is heard amid them
a note which announces new harmonies in lit-
erature. The happiness of love is sad, not
merely because of vanity or the satiety of
pleasure, but because of the thought of death,
which is inseparable from it. " Love when a
passion always brings melancholy. There is
an inward conviction that all that comes